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Note: This sheet should be stapled to the paper being edited.
1. What is the title of the paper?










2. The “grabber” sentence should pull the reader into the piece of writing. Draw one line under the “grabber” sentence in the rough draft. Write the “grabber” sentence from the introduction here.








































3. Does the introduction have one paragraph or two?


4. The introduction should give the who, what, where, and when of the story. Does it? 


5. The thesis statement should be the last sentence in the introduction and must give the topic of the paper. Draw two lines under the thesis sentence in the rough draft. Write the thesis statement here.






































 If you read ONLY the thesis statement, would you know the topic of the paper?



6. Do you feel the introduction needs work? 

 If so, what do you recommend? 















7. Read the topic sentences (the first ones) of the body paragraphs of the essay. Each one of these sentences should introduce a subtopic of the thesis sentence. Check to be sure that they do that. If any of them does not, write a note to the author of the essay telling them about this problem. 








































8. Edit the body paragraphs of the paper for content. Does each body paragraph have coherence (make sense)? 


 If yes, explain the general idea of what is going on in the story here. 































































 

If any of them do not make sense, explain the problem here. 
























































 

9. Read the body paragraphs of the paper. In order to create a picture in the reader’s mind, the writer should have included sensory details, that is, details that show or tell how something smelled, sounded, tasted, looked, or felt. Give three direct quotes from the paper that are examples of this kind of description.








 (a) 












 (b) 













(c)













10. Read the conclusion (summary paragraph / last one) of the essay. It should take the reader back to the ideas introduced in the introduction and thesis statement and restate them in a different way. Does the paragraph do that? 


 If there is a problem, state it here. 















11. It is a huge requirement of this essay that it focus on only one event from the person’s life. Does the paper do that? 


 If there is a problem, state it here. 

















12.  Now go back and check the essay for grammar and mechanics. Circle any mistakes you find so the writer can correct them before he or she writes the final draft.

13. The required length of this essay is 500 words. Write the approximate number of words here. 





14. Overall, do you as an editor feel this essay is ready to take to final draft form? 

Why or why not? 

























Family History Peer Editing Sheet for Rough Draft

