Essay #2 – “Roman Fever”
Due Thursday, March 23
Revised Draft Due Thursday, March 30
Choose one of the following essay topics about Edith Wharton’s “Roman Fever”:
A. Explain how “Roman Fever” serves as a critique of traditional female social roles.
B. Explain the significance of passion and romance in “Roman Fever.”

C. Explain how story-telling and power are linked in “Roman Fever.”

Format: See pages 25-26 and 768-775 in your textbook for help with MLA format for quoting and bibliographies.
1. 3 – 4 pages in length.
2. Typed, double-spaced using 12-point Times New Roman font.  

3. Your paper should be numbered with your name on each page 
4. You need to have a title page.

5.  You must have a bibliography.  

6. The paper must be stapled.

Submission: 1. Bring TWO copies of the essay on March 23 in order to participate in the peer editing.  Attach your prewriting to one copy (my copy).  Attach the peer edit grading sheet to the other copy.  

2. Bring ONE copy of the essay on March 30.  Make sure to attach the essay grading sheet to the top of your essay.
Grading: You will be graded according to the rubric/grading sheet attached.  Your first essay draft is worth 100 points and your revision is worth 200 points.  If you make many good improvements to your second draft, your first draft (essay A) will take the same grade as your final draft (essay B).  On the other hand, if you make only minimal revision, I will subtract 20% from the revised essay grade.  If you make very little or no revisions, you will receive a zero on the final draft.
Late Policy: Essays are due at the beginning of the class period on the day that they are assigned.  If you come to class late and turn in your paper after I have already collected the essays, then I will mark 5% off of your paper.  You may also submit your essay up to one class period late, but I will subtract 10% from your final grade.  If you will be absent on the day that the essay is due and do not want your essay counted late, then you must email it to me by copying and pasting your essay into an email and sending it before 11:15 AM on the due date.  If it is sent any time after that, it will be considered late.  Also, please DO NOT send attachments.  If you email me your essay, you must bring a hard copy of it to the next class meeting.  I will not accept hard copies afterward, so make sure to remember to print out your paper and bring it to class.  
Peer Edit Sheet

Student:_________________________   Editor:__________________________

Directions: Rate the student in each of these areas on a scale of 1 to 10 (10=A+, 9=A, 8=B, 7=C, 6=D, 1 to 5=F).  On another sheet of paper, explain why you gave each of these ratings.  Make grammatical and formatting edits and other comments on the actual essay itself.

1. Is the introduction well organized? Does it provide sufficient background information?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

2. Is there a clear thesis that makes an argument?  Is it in the introductory paragraph?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

3. Are there at least 3 body paragraphs?  Are the ideas well organized within each paragraph?  Is the essay itself well organized?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

4. Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence?  Do the topic sentences argue points that relate to the thesis statement?  Are there transitions?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5. Is there enough evidence in each paragraph to support the argument?  Is the evidence specific enough?  Does it support the thesis and topic sentence of the paragraph?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

6. Is there clear analysis explaining the evidence?  Is it consistent with the thesis?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

7. Is there a conclusion?  Is the argument effectively tied together?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

8. Is the grammar correct?  Are sentences clear and understandable?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

9. Are spelling and punctuation correct? Is the bibliography formatted correctly?  Is the paper itself formatted correctly?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

10. Is the argument clear, rational, and coherent overall?  Does the writer answer the question asked?  Does the argument stay consistent?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11. What is something that the student did particularly well in the essay?

Essay Grading Sheet and Rubric
A=95%  Writer has mastered essay construction for this level.


   Content:  
Strong development of argument through analysis



Competent and effective integration of information from reading 



Strong on-topic thesis throughout



Ample support and detail



Strong introduction and conclusion

   Organization: Effective organization



Competent paragraphing and use of transitions



Strong topic sentences

   Language:
Uses variety of sentence types accurately and effectively



Few minor grammatical errors; meaning is always clear



Effective word choice

   Mechanics:
Minimal or no errors in punctuation, citations, format, or bibliography

B=85%  Writer shows strong competency in essay construction (the difference between A and B may be in sophistication of language and/or ideas).
   Content:
Adequate development of argument through analysis


Adequate integration of information from reading


Satisfactory on-topic thesis


Adequate detail and support


Adequate introduction and conclusion

   Organization:Satisfactory organization


Satisfactory paragraphing; ideas usually connected


Adequate topic sentences

   Language:
Uses a variety of sentence types with minor errors


Some grammatical errors which do not obscure meaning


Varied and usually appropriate word choice

   Mechanics:
Some errors in punctuation, citations, format, or bibliography

C=75%  Writer shows basic competency in essay-construction 
   Content:
Satisfactory development of argument through analysis

Attempts to integrate information from the reading, not always effective


Adequate thesis


Supports and develops most ideas; may not use many specific details


Satisfactory introduction and conclusion


Satisfactory logical argumentation

    Organization: Somewhat effective organization


Inconsistent competence in paragraphing; connects most ideas


Satisfactory topic sentences

   Language:
Good though sometimes inconsistent control of simple, compound, complex sentences


Noticeable grammatical errors; some may interfere with meaning


Generally appropriate word choice with some odd usage

   Mechanics:
Numerous errors in punctuation, citations, format, or bibliography
D=65%  Writer shows some competence in essay-construction 

   Content:
Minimal development of argument through analysis


Minimal success at integrating information from reading


Weak thesis, which may be minimally supported; may stray off-topic


Attempts to support some ideas with examples or details


Weak introduction and conclusion


Argumentation may be illogical

   Organization: Minimal competency in paragraphing


Paragraphs may ramble


Ideas may be loosely connected or unrelated


Poor topic sentences


Paragraphs may consist entirely of plot or article summary

   Language:
Frequent grammar problems that may interfere with readability

   Mechanics:
Frequent errors in punctuation, citations, format, or bibliography

F=55%  Writer shows little or no competence in essay-construction
   Content:
Little or no development of argument through analysis


Little or not attempt to integrate information from reading

May include obvious plagiarism


Thesis and/or clear focus missing or weak


May be off topic

   Organization: Little or no competence in paragraphing


Ideas poorly connected or disconnected

Topic sentences are lacking

   Language:
Minimal grammatical competence; meaning may often be unclear


Frequent gross sentence structure errors


May not have enough original writing to evaluate


Limited and simple word choice; may interfere with meaning 

   Mechanics:
Minimal or no competency in punctuation, citation, formatting, or bibliography
Prewriting:






Essay A:

Peer editing:
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