Peer Editing
1. Read through the entire paper once. On another sheet of paper write your name, and then list 3 things you liked about the paper and 3 things you would improve. Does the essay address the assignment i.e. does it explain and then evaluate? 

2. Go through the paper again slowly. Try to find the thesis statement. Is the thesis statement specific enough? Does it make a point about the material that interests you as a reader? Suggest improvements. 

3. Number each paragraph. Look at each paragraph in turn and circle the main idea in each one. If there is more than one main idea in a paragraph circle them all.
 

4. Write to your peer about their use of main ideas. Do they have too many main ideas in one paragraph? Are their main ideas interesting? Are they specific enough? Above all, do their main ideas tell you something about the topic? 

5. Do the evidence and examples in the paragraphs support these main ideas? Does the evidence also help to prove the thesis? Is the evidence taken from the text or other reference? Suggest more evidence from the text or other reference that might help the writer make their argument even more convincing. 

6. Explain what is missing from the paper. 

7. Do you see any wordiness, vagueness or pretentiousness? Say where this occurs. Suggest clearer word choices. If you see vague terms, underline them and write "What do you mean?" in the margin. Correct as much grammar as you can in the time you have left. 

8. How may any of the devices we have discussed be used to improve this essay? 
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