Peer Response Prompts


For each essay you read, answer the following prompts.   Remember that the goal here is to comment on content, not grammar.  Do not waste your time correcting grammatical or spelling errors; simply circle these mistakes so the writer can find them later. 

I. Write the author a short note (2-4 sentences) focusing on things that you liked and disliked as a reader.
II. Write a brief summary of the essay, including what the main point of the essay is.

III. Answer the following criterion-based questions: 

1. How do the title and opening spark your interest and fit with the rest of the paper?  

2. Look at the essay’s organization.  How do well does the essay flow from sentence to sentence?  

3. How well does it flow from paragraph to paragraph?  
4. Does anything need to be moved to another part of the paper, or omitted? 
5. Where in the essay do you, as the reader, need more information?  Mark these in the essay with comments such as “say more,” “expand,” “more details,” etc.  Where does the writer give too much information?  Mark these in the essay with comments such as “too much,” “don’t need,” “cut,” etc. 
6. Look at the analysis section of the project.  What is it analyzing?  Does it effectively stick to analysis and avoid mere plot summary?  
7. How does the essay give a sense of closure?  What suggestions can you offer to develop a stronger ending? 
8. Is the vocabulary effective or does it need to be more advanced?  Is there an abundance of various forms of the “be” verb?
9. Offer some specific suggestions (other than the ones already mentioned) to make this essay better.  

Adapted from http://www.radford.edu/~jkurtz/101handouts.htm


