Reading Standard 3.3 — Analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary text (i.e., internal and external conflicts, motivations, relationships, influences) and explain the way those interactions affect the plot.


Honors English 9 Summer Reading Assignment

Due Date: Monday, August 27, 2007
Curriculum Standard
This assignment will help you reach mastery of the following Language Arts Standard:

· En Route to Reading Standard 3.3 — Analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary text (i.e., internal and external conflicts, motivations, relationships, influences) and explain the way those interactions affect the plot.
Directions

The "Honors English 9 Summer Reading" list consists of books students are encouraged to read throughout their high school careers to prepare for Advanced Placement and college-level literature courses.  The titles indicated by an asterisk have district approval for reading at higher grade levels; however, they have been included here to provide challenging reading opportunities for students.  If parents have concerns or questions, they may contact Hal Stemmler at hstemmle@egusd.net or (916)714-8150. Students will choose two books from the list, then read both books and complete a graphic organizer for each. A sample graphic organizer and two blank copies are attached. 
Assessment

At the beginning of the school year, you will use your graphic organizers as you participate in book group discussions. After you discuss your books in class, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the books you chose in a timed essay about your reading. The graphic organizers will not be graded; however, it is important to complete the graphic organizers for two reasons. First, the graphic organizers will help you organize your thoughts about each novel before you discuss them in class. Second the graphic organizers will help you prepare to write the essay. You need to complete the graphic organizers before you will be permitted to write the essay.
	Honors English 9 Summer Reading for the College-Bound

	Bronte, Charlotte     Jane Eyre 
An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man tormented by dark secrets. 
	Hemingway, Ernest     A Farewell to Arms 
During World War I, an American lieutenant runs away with the woman who nurses him back to health. 

	 Buck, Pearl     The Good Earth*
Flood, drought, pestilence, and revolution are interwoven into a universal story of man's destiny set in China.
	Hesse, Hermann     Siddhartha* 
A young Brahmin ascends to a state of peace and mystic holiness. 

	Butler, Octavia     Parable of the Sower
Lauren Olamina, who suffers from a hereditary trait that causes her to feel others' pain physically, journeys north along the highways of California.
	Huxley, Aldous     Brave New World     
A bitter satire of the future, in which the world is controlled by advances in science and social changes.

	Cather, Willa     My Antonia
Immigrant pioneers strive to adapt to the Nebraska prairies.

	 Kingsolver, Barbara     The Bean Trees

After leaving her home state of Kentucky, Taylor Greer by chance becomes a caretaker for a little girl, Turtle, who teaches Taylor about what is really important.

	Dorris, Michael     A Yellow Raft in Blue Water 
Three generations of Native American women recount their searches for identity and love. 
	Walker, Alice     The Color Purple* 
A young woman sees herself as property until another woman teaches her to value herself. 

	Ellison, Ralph     Invisible Man 
The narrator of this novel describes his childhood and college experiences in the South, his move to New York and political and social activism, and finally his retreat amid violence and confusion to become the “Invisible Man” he imagines himself to be.
	Weisel, Elie     Night* 
A searing account of the Holocaust as experienced by a 15-year-old boy.   


Parent/Guardian Signature:  I approved this selection, and I verify that my student has read this book.

X ______________________________________________

Summer Reading Choice Novel Graphic Organizer
	Title:
	Author:



	Name and describe the protagonist of the novel:

Describe the protagonist’s motivation.  What does he or she want and why? Base your inference on clues from the text.  



	List each of the other important characters:


	Describe the relationship the protagonist has with each character.  How does each character influence the decisions or feelings of the protagonist?



	List two of the minor characters:


	Describe the relationship the protagonist has with each character.  How does each character influence the decisions or feelings of the protagonist?



	Conflict is struggle.  In a story, a conflict can be internal (inside a character’s mind) or external (in the outside world).  Think about the conflict the protagonist faces in the novel and complete the section below.

	Describe at least two external conflicts the protagonist faces.

	Describe how each conflict is resolved.



	Describe at least two internal conflicts the protagonist faces.


	Describe how each conflict is resolved.



	Theme:

What do we learn from the protagonist’s conflicts and the ways in which those conflicts are resolved?

	Questions

Now that you are finished reading, what do you still want to know?  Write at least two thought-provoking questions that you have about the book.  Go beyond just plot-based questions, and instead create questions that delve into deeper issues about the book (i.e., character motivation, conflicts, theme, or author’s intent).

1.

2.


