Vocabulary Journaling Project

Here are instructions and an example of a journal entry:


Source:  State the source of the article you are citing.

Blurb:  Write a brief summary of the article you are logging into your journal.  In your blurb, include the word you are citing, its definition, and its use in the excerpt you are recording.

Article:  Clip and paste (or tape) the excerpt.  Highlight the word you are citing.
Sample entry

1. Source:  “The New Pictures,” Time magazine, Monday January 1st, 1951.

	This article reviews “The Mudlark,” a film retelling of the legend of a poor young boy whose naïve devotion to the crown and incongruous presence coaxed Queen Victoria out of a 15-year solitude and awakened Parliament to its social responsibilities.  This ragamuffin was “out of place” at the palace, leading to all kinds of cinematic hijinks. 


	The movie’s awe of the queen and her handsome surroundings proves an excellent foil for the incongruous invasion of Windsor Castle by a cockney ragamuffin (Andrew Ray), who absently spews a trial of snack food crumbs as he wanders bug-eyed through the imposing halls and chambers.  The pictures also unbends enough to twit Victorian manners and morals.
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Here is a teacher rubric that could be used to evaluate a journal consisting of 25 entries and worth 200 possible points:

	Format
	(50 points possible)

	
	

	
	Journal project typed (36)

	
	Title page (2)

	
	Table of contents (2)

	
	Pagination (2)

	
	Numbered entries (2)

	
	Vocabulary word in the blurb in bold print (20

	
	Vocabulary definition in the blurb in bold print (2)

	
	Vocabulary word in the excerpt highlighted (2)

	
	

	Content
	(6 points per entry / 150 points possible)

	
	

	
	Source cited (2)

	
	Vocabulary word defined according to context (2)

	
	Blurb written in accordance with article context (2)


Points per entry will be given only if:

· The excerpt is taken from a newspaper or magazine article

· The excerpt is taken from an original source; scanned or photocopied articles are not acceptable substitutions

· The vocabulary word logged is from the specific list assigned (cited word may be in a different form, such as using the adverb “auspiciously” instead of the subjective form “auspicious” as it may appear in the vocabulary list)

· The vocabulary entry is not a duplication
