Eruditely Excogitate your Oratory
An AP English Language and Composition Self-Sustained Cogitation and Application of an Indispensable Lexicon assigned by the Venerable Mrs. Wendy Turner.
Your job is to strengthen your study of diction by applying academic language to situations in your life outside of school. Simply: use words that you normally would not normally use. 

Example of what you said before: “Dude, I am totally stoked that I aced that test.”
Example of what you will say now: “My good man, I am buoyantly blissful about my virtuosity as displayed by my score on the examination.”

Just kidding. You don’t have to become pretentious like Lisa’s friend, Martin, on The Simpsons. I just want you to begin thinking consciously about the words you choose, and I want you to begin to add new words to your everyday vocabulary. 

Here’s how it will work:

· Buy a journal that will be used ONLY for this project. When determining the size of the journal you will buy, please keep in mind that you will be keeping records in this journal for eight months (32 weeks) at three entries per week. That’s 96 journal pages. Also, this will become a word diary/personal dictionary that you will continue to use even after the completion of this assignment.

· Integrate a SAT/ACT vocabulary word into your everyday speech. Pay attention to this direction: I said SPEECH. Although I certainly want you to learn to use these words in your writing—improved diction leads to higher essay scores; it is my belief that the confidence you gain by SPEAKING these words imprints them into your vocabulary much faster than simply writing them at no risk. It takes courage to use a new word in your speech; writing a new word, especially in an essay that only your teacher will read, is not really risky at all.

· Write the word and its definition, and the situation in which it was used. It is important to specifically note the situation and the audience. I want to see your flexibility in taking verbal “risks” with a range that includes your teachers, your family, your peers, and your community. Ex. I went to McDonald’s and ordered french fries. I asked the man at the register: “I would like to obtain a delectable morsel of fiery potato stalks.” Again, just kidding. A more reasonable entry might include how you used the word “delectable” when describing the french fries to someone.
· Briefly journal about the experience. One or two sentences should cover it. Using the instance above you might journal: “My friend and I were at McDonald’s and he said that his burger was really good. I replied that my fries were “delectable”. At first my friend looked at me funny, but then he shrugged and kept on eating. I used the word correctly, but I probably wouldn’t use it in an informal situation like this again.

Example of how an entry in your Vocabulary Journal might look:

9/25/07

Egregious-very bad, preposterous.

I was talking to a classmate as we left Mrs. Turner’s AP English class. My friend said, “Geez, can you believe this! Another assignment! Ugh!” I replied, “Yeah, her egregious assignments are wearing me out!” My friend looked impressed that I used that word, but I’m not sure if she knew what it meant. 

I wouldn’t normally use a word like this when talking with a friend, but I think the word “egregious” was appropriate when describing my feelings. I also like the way it sounds. Honestly though, I would probably use a word like “outrageous” when speaking, but I can definitely see myself using “egregious” in an academic essay.

