Position Paper Assignment

Write a paper in which you take a position about a controversial topic (marijuana use and abortion will not be acceptable topics). Your paper should take a clear position and give evidence such as facts, data, statistics etc. to back it up. Your paper should show concession to or anticipation and refutation of any possible counterargument (however, you may qualify, if necessary). Your paper should correctly use parenthetical citations, MLA format and must have a correct Works Cited page. The length of the paper will be approximately eight pages. Make sure to avoid fallacies in your argument and make certain you avoid grammar problems in your writing.

The grading rubric for the paper is as follows:

Rubric for position paper

· Writer defines the issue________(5)

· Writer takes a clear position______(5)

· Writer cites solid evidence for his/her position______ (10)

· Use of concession/ anticipating and refuting or qualifying counterargument________(5)

· Solid reasoning. no fallacies etc. _______(5)

· No grammar/usage problems--no passive voice, incorrect pronoun use, subject verb agreement problems, verb tense problems etc. ________(10)

· Correct use of parenthetical citations______(5)

· Correct Works Cited page ______(5)

Due dates:  Due Monday, Feb 13, 2006 Topic and four sources (two for and    

            two against your position)

              Due Monday, Feb 27, 2006 (after vacation) Rough draft of the paper                         

              Due Monday, March 6, 2006 Final draft of the paper

