Terms of Rhetoric Friday Presentations!
AP English Lang & Comp

[image: image1.wmf]As you may have already noticed, there are going to be many rhetorical terms (tropes, schemes, and otherwise) that you’ll be running across during this course.  Some of them will be more useful than others, and there’s no way in the world you’ll be expected to memorize all of them (and using them willy-nilly will only make you sound like you’re trying too hard to be smart), but we should be somewhat familiar with them, especially the more useful ones.

In order to make this as painless as possible, here’s the plan:

In pairs (and you can change pairs each time, if you’d like), you’ll be planning on giving Three Friday Presentations per quarter.  You get to pick which days, etc., according to your own schedules, as long as you get three of them in before the end of the quarter.
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Each presentation will contain the following:

1. Three tropes or schemes (lists are posted on the online bulletin board, and you can search your texts or online for any others), preferably ones we’d be unfamiliar with as a class.

2. For EACH term (trope, scheme, or otherwise), you’ll have to research the following:
a. Its definition (preferably find more than one and compare).

b. The etymology of the word.

c. At least two examples found from other sources (given by others with the definition), and one example you find or make on your own from ANY source, including your own writing (you can use songs, speeches, texts, stories, essays, etc.)  You may write your own example from scratch, as well, for this last one.

d. Some sort of mnemonic to remember the term and its meaning - be creative.  Some will be easier than others.

3. Presentations can be done using PowerPoint or overhead projector, and you have to have a handout (one containing all three terms and the other information) for each student AND instructor.  We’ll each keep a file on these in our binders/notebooks for easy future reference.  (If you need me to make copies, make sure you get the masters to me by Thursday, end of school.)
4. Have fun!  You can be as creative in your presentations and examples as you wish.  Feel free to add song, music, dance, chant, whatever to your presentations.  Let’s make these as interesting as possible!
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