SYNTAX SHEET


SENTENCES:  Grammatical type, place of details, variety

. 
•Are the sentences telegraphic (shorter than 5 words in length),short (approximately 5 words in length).medium (approximately 18 words in length, or long and involved (30 words or more in length?)

•Is the sentence simple, compound, complex or compound-complex?

A simple sentence has a single independent clause.

A compound sentence has two independent clauses, each of which could exist as a simple sentence if you removed the conjunction connecting them.


•Is the sentence loose or periodic? 

A loose sentence is a basic sentence with details added immediately at the end of the basic sentence elements.

-Abraham Lincoln wept (basic sentence)

-Abraham Lincoln wept, fearing that the Union would not survive if the southern states seceded.

A loose sentence makes complete sense if brought to a close before the actual ending:e.g., We reached Edmonton/that morning/after a turbulent flight/and some exciting experiences. 

A periodic sentence is a sentence in which additional details are placed in one of two positions, either before the basic sentence elements or in the middle of them.

-Abraham Lincoln wept (basic sentence)

-Alone in his study, lost in somber thoughts about his beloved country, dejected but not broken in spirit, Abraham Lincoln wept.



(periodic sentence)

A periodic sentence makes sense only when the end of the sentence is reached: e.g. That morning, after a turbulent flight and some exciting experiences, we reached Edmonton.

•How would the sentence change if a loose were periodic or a periodic sentence were loose?

•Is it a balanced sentence?  In a balanced sentence, the phrases or clauses balance each other by virtue of their likeness of structure, meaning, or length: e.g., He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters.

•Is there a natural order to the sentence?  Natural order of a sentence involves constructing a sentence so that the subject comes before the predicate: e.g. Oranges grow in California. Inverted order of a sentence (sentence inversion) involves constructing a sentence so the predicate comes before the subject: e.g. In California grow oranges.  This is a device in which normal sentence patterns are reversed to create an emphatic or rhythmic effect.  Split order of sentences divide the predicate into two parts with the subject coming in the middle: e.g., In California oranges grow.

SCHEMES INVOLVING BALANCE

PARALLEL STRUCTURE

The most common scheme involving balance is parallelism, which uses the same grammatical structure for similar items. The basic principle of parallel structure is quite simple:  When a passage, a paragraph, or a sentence contains two or more ideas that are fulfilling a similar function, a writer who wants to sound measured, deliberate, and balanced will express those ideas in the same grammatical forms--words balance words, phrases balance phrases, clauses balance clauses, and sentences balance sentences.

· Parallelism of words:  

- He loved swimming, running, and playing tennis.


-Exercise physiologists argue that body-pump aerobics sessions benefit a 


  person's heart and lungs, muscles and nerves, and joints and cartilage.

· Parallelism of phrases:  Exercise physiologists argue that body-pump aerobics sessions help a person breathe more effectively, move with less discomfort and avoid injury.
· Parallelism of clauses:  Exercise physiologist argue that body pump aerobics is the most efficient exercise class, that body pump participants show greater gains in stamina than participants in comparable exercise programs, and that body-pump aerobics is less expensive in terms of equipment and training needed to lead or take classes.
.  A related scheme involving balance is antithesis, in which parallelism is used to juxtapose words, phrases, or clauses that contrast.  With antithesis, a writer tries to point out to the reader differences between two juxtaposed ideas rather than similarities.  Here are three antitheses (note how to spell the plural).

· Antithesis of words:  Like every great river and every great sea, the moon belongs to none and belongs to all. E.B. White and Extremism in defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. Barry Goldwater. to sink or swim.”

· Antithesis of phrases: – "To err is human, to forgive divine." “It was the wretchedness of slavery and the blessedness of freedom."

· Antithesis of clauses -“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times."
"Not that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more."

SCHEMES INVOLVING OMISSION


-An ellipsis is any omission of word(s), the meaning of which is provided by the 
overall context of the passage.


-An asyndeton is the deliberate omission of conjunctions between words, 
phrases, and related clauses. .It is usually before last item in a list—hurried rhythm.  “I came, I saw, I conquered.” I skated, I shot, I scored, I cheered--what a glorious moment of sport!

SCHEMES INVOLVING REPETITION
Beginning writers are often warned not to be repetitive.  That's good advice, as far as it goes; but it actually should be "Don't be repetitive, but use repetition."  Several schemes involving repeating sounds or words can actually lead the reader to pay closer attention to the prose and to see the writer's as a purposeful, forceful, even artistic writer.

Repetition is a scheme in which words, sounds, and ideas are used more than one to enhance rhythm and create emphasis. 

Alliteration: repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning, or in the middle of two or more adjacent words:


Intramural hockey is a strenuous, stimulating, satisfying sport.

Assonance: repetition of vowel sounds in the stressed syllables of two or more adjacent words.


A workout partner is finally a kind, reliable, right-minded helper.

Anaphora (uh-NA-fuh-ruh): repetition of the same group of words at the beginning of successive clauses:

We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills.” (Winston Churchill) 

 “I gave her cakes, and I gave her ale, I gave her sack and sherry. “ Safir defines it as "a repeated beginning"

Epistrophe (e-PIS-truh-fee)  is repetition of the same group of words at the end of a clause, sentence, or verse -Example:  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child. . .What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny compared to what lies within us."  

Chiamus(Key - ah-mus) - Antimetabole - Another scheme that looks a great deal like antithesis is antimetabole  (anti - muh-TI-boh-lee)is a repetition of words, in successive clauses, in reverse grammatical order.  Examples are “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.” (John F. Kennedy) When the going gets touch, the tough get going.  You can take the kid out of the country, but you can't take the country out of the kid. 
 
Anadiplosis (a-nuh-duh-PLOH-suhs) - the repetition of the last word (or phrase) from the previous line, clause or sentence at the beginning of the next. e.g. The love of wicked men converts to fear, that fear to hate, and hate turns one or both to worthy danger and deserved death. 

Here is one from Hitch

Never steal, cheat, lie, or drink-


But if you must steal, steal away 


from bad company.


If you must cheat, cheat death.


If you must lie, lie in the arms of

 
the one you love.


And if you must drink, drink in 


the good times.

Polysyndenton- It is the repetition of conjunctions in a series of coordinate words, phrases, or clauses.  The repeated use of "nor" or "or" emphasizes alternatives; repeated use of "but" or "yet" stresses qualifications. Consider the effectiveness of these: 
We have not power, nor influence, nor money, nor authority; but a willingness to persevere, and the hope that we shall conquer soon. 

I said, "Who killed him?" and he said, "I don't know who killed him but he's dead all right," and it was dark and there was water standing in the street and no lights and windows broke and boats all up in the town and trees blown down and everything all blown and I got a skiff and went out and found my boat where I had her inside Mango Key and she was all right only she was full of water.
—Ernest Hemingway, "After the Storm."
TROPES INVOLVING THE MANAGEMENT OF MEANING -

Rhetorical Question is a question that expects no answer.  It is used to draw attention to a point and is generally stronger than a direct statement: e.g. What means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force us to submission? 

Zeugma It is the use of one subject with two (or more) verbs, a verb with two (or more) direct objects that have different meanings, two (or more) subjects with one verb, and so forth. The main benefit of the linking is that it shows relationships between ideas and actions more clearly. 

He stole both her car and her heart that fateful night.”

Fred excelled at sports, Harvey at eating, Tom with girls.

Juxtaposition is a poetic and rhetorical device in which normally unassociated ideas, words, or phrases are placed next to one another, creating an effect or surprise and wit: e.g., “The apparition of these faces in the crowd/Petals on a wet, black bough”
•What is the effect of using juxtaposition?
PUNCTUATION

-Parenthesis-inserting words not syntactically related to the sentence.

Bill (are you listening?) is my best friend.


-Dashes – also inserting words not syntactically related to the sentence.

They show a sudden/abrupt break in thought.  John said it was going to rain--who was I to disagree—before the end of the game

-Colons – They direct the reader’s attention to the words that follow and

emphasis those words.

-Semicolons – They show balance. They balance independent clauses of 

equal weight. 
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