	Moving Beyond Worksheets with 

Anticipation Guides:

Predict ( Discuss ( Read ( Discuss/Debate ( Discuss/Debate
                                  with partner                                             with partner or small group                       with whole group




Typical worksheets ask students to go on short hunting trips to find answers.

Once they find an answer, they forget the idea and proceed to the next question.

Anticipation Guides (Herber, 1970; Readance, Bean, Baldwin, 1981), on the other hand, contain statements to which students react: predict, discuss, read to find evidence, discuss, debate (students love to argue)!  Students have something in their hands that they can use to process the text in a concrete way. (Forget, 2004) 
Three Characteristics of Well-Written Anticipation Guides:
· Each statement concerns an important concept of the lesson (Limit the number of statements to the quantity of key ideas that must be learned).
· Each statement rephrases what the text says (Important for two reasons: #1- to get away from the hunt-n-find “worksheet mentality”; #2- Teacher can phrase the statements in such a way as to make important ideas from the text understandable- especially when students are reading at a level below the Lexile level of the text).
· Each statement is plausible (Make them think).
Sample Anticipation Guide Instructions and Statements:
	Title of Lesson: _________________________________                  GLI(s): _________
Before reading the assigned text selection, read the statements below.  
Using your background knowledge, place a check next to the statements with which you agree.  Discuss your interpretations with your partner or small group members.  

Silent read to seek evidence to support or negate the statements.

Add or delete checkmarks based on what you read.

Discuss your logic with your group before giving your final answer.

Example of Social Studies Statement:

 ______ The American system of government is deeply rooted in the beliefs and principles of 

               the Enlightenment.
Example of Science Statement:

 ______ The forces of nature today are not the same as they were millions of years ago.
Example of Math Statement:

 ______ We can prove that a point exists.

Example of LA Statement (Black Like Me novel):
 ______ Fear and hatred stem from misunderstanding.



