AUGUST HEAT
DIRECTIONS:  In the passage below, the sentences are correct, but many of them are short and choppy.  Rewrite each paragraph, making smooth, well-constructed sentences.  Make any changes you think are necessary; for example, several short sentences can be combined into one.  But don’t destroy the main thought.

 Have you ever read a story called “August Heat”?  It is a very creepy story.  It tells about a man. The man was an artist.  One day he drew a picture.  It was a very hot day in August.  The picture was of a man. The man in the picture was very fat.  The artist had never seen the man before.  He just made him up.  The man in the picture was about to be hanged.  He had a noose around his neck.

 Then the artist went out.  He went for a walk.  He passed a yard.  A man was in the yard.  He was making a tombstone.  The artist looked at the stonecutter.  It was the very same man.  He had drawn the man’s picture earlier in the day.  Then he looked at the tombstone. The artist saw a name on it.  It was his own name.  It also had his date of birth.  It was the correct date.  It also had his date of death.  It was that very day.  The stonecutter said he had never heard the name before.  He had just made up the name.  He had also made up the dates.  Then the artist told the stonecutter about the drawing.  Both men were upset.  The coincidences frightened them.  They did not know what to do.  They decided to sit down and wait.  They would wait until midnight.  The day would be over then

They sat together.  It was late.  It was dark.  The August heat was terrible.  They looked at each other.  Each became very nervous.  The day was almost over.  The heat did not let up.  They became even more nervous.

The story ends there.

