BUILDING A BOOKCASE
Directions:  In the paragraphs below, the sentences are correct, but many of them are short and choppy.  Rewrite the paragraphs, making them smooth, well-constructed sentences.  Make any changes you think are necessary; for example, several short sentences can be combined into one.  But don’t change the main thoughts.

When I said I needed a bookcase my neighbor said to me. “Why don’t you make it yourself?  I’ll show you what do so.”  I drew a plan.  My neighbor looked at the plan.  She said that it would work. She told me what kind of wood to buy.  She told me what kind of nails and paint to buy.  She told me where to buy them.  I bought them.  I went to work.  Two thirds of woodworking is sandpapering.

First I cut the boards into the right lengths for the shelves and the other parts of the bookcase.  Then I used wood filler to fill all the little holes in the wood and to cover up the knots.  After it hardened.  I sanded off the rough edges with coarse sandpaper, and put on the first coat of paint, called “primer”.  After the primer dried.  I sanded each board again with extra-fine sandpaper.

Now I was ready to put the bookcase together.  The main thing to be careful about at this stage is getting the nails absolutely straight.  If the nails is a little bit crooked.  The pointed ends will come out of the board and make splinters.  When that happened.  I had to pull the nail out (which was not always easy).  I repaired the hole it made.  Using wood filler and doing all the follow-up sandpapering again.  And try again in another place.  It really is much easier (and saves a lot of time).  To pound the nail in straight in the first place.
The next step.  If you want to do it.  Is to pound the nail head down into the wood and cover them up with wood filler.  But I copped out on that.  Then comes the last step.  Which is.  Of course to paint the whole bookcase.  I used a blue enamel (shiny paint).  Now I am waiting for the paint to dry--you have to wait several days for it to get really hard--and then the bookcase will have its grand inauguration.

