BUILDING SENTENCES:  13 – 5
Below are exercises to give you practice in choosing Standard English verb forms.  Follow the specific directions for each example.

Rewrite each sentence changing the form of the boldfaced verb from present to past.  Follow the pattern shown in the example.

EXAMPLE

Hillary challenges her friends at every opportunity.  She derives excitement and enjoyment from each episode.  When she and her friends attend a film, she rushes to be the first one in line.  When they ski, she reaches the bottom of the slope before everyone else.  When they express joy or relief she screams the loudest of anyone.  We onlookers wonder why she demands so much of herself.

Hillary challenged her friends at every opportunity.  She derived excitement and enjoyment from each episode.  When she and her friends attended a film, she rushed to be the first one in line.  When they ski, she reached the bottom of the slope before everyone else.  When they expressed joy or relief she screamed the loudest of anyone.  We onlookers wondered why she demanded so much of herself.

1.
The wind whips the leaves from the trees and hustles them around the corner of the house.  If they hesitate, it shoves them with a little gust.  It watches while they play and drift aimlessly for a short while.  Then it rushes at them and marshals them into line like a mother hen collecting her brood.  With a mighty sigh it pushes them ahead in a march across the lawn and into a corner of the yard.

2.
Robert rests on the bottom step of the abandoned apartment building and stretches his long legs out in front of him, over the broken cement and bits of glass.  He looks at the collected trash and debris with contempt, with disgust.  He drifts away from this world, this place, and imagines another time, another setting.  He amasses wealth and lives in splendor in this other existence.  His workers appear, bow and respectfully, wait for his commands.  With a start and a sheepish grin he recalls how his mother entreats him to look for work.  He moves slowly to an upright position and meanders down the alley. 

3.   The museum opens promptly and predictably at ten o’clock.  The small group of art students arrives shortly thereafter in the company of an elderly gentleman, apparently their teacher or guide.  They trudge methodically through the galleries.  They listen patiently as their leader drones on and on.  They glance dispassionately at the portraits and landscapes.  Finally the formal tour ends and they resort to their own devices.  They disperse, they talk to one another, they sprawl over the benches, and rummage in their canvas bags. 

Rewrite each sentence changing the form of the boldfaced verb from present to past.  Follow the pattern shown in the example.

EXAMPLE

Janet throws the ball.  She draws on all her strength.  The batter shrinks from the pitch.  The wind blows softly and has little effect on the flight of the ball.  Between pitches, Janet sometimes darts to the sidelines and drinks a sip of water.

Janet threw the ball.  She drew on all her strength.  The batter shrank from the pitch.  The wind blew softly and has little effect on the flight of the ball.  Between pitches, Janet sometimes darted to the sidelines and drank a sip of water.

1.   One of my plants grows very quickly.  I look at it and it springs up before my eyes.  It blows gently in the breeze and drinks all the water I pour into the soil.  I watch it carefully.

On a separate sheet of paper, write the form of the verb that fits into the blank space in the sentence.  Follow the pattern shown in the examples.
EXAMPLE


MANIPULATE


Last week the sales clerk manipulated the figures for the monthly report.  He had manipulated the figures once before and had angered the directors.  Now he manipulates the figures in an effort to find an excuse for his miscalculations.  He


is manipulating in vain because he will be fired tomorrow.


ABDICATE

1.
Last month the king ________________ his throne to allow his son to take over.  He                          had ________________ earlier, but his counselors had refused to accept the fact.  He ________________ to open the way for a more modern government for his country.  He is ________________ also because his health makes it difficult for him to manage his royal affairs.       


MENTION

2.
Last week Sally ________________ her vacation plans to the group.  She had ________________ them previously, but everyone thought that she was kidding.  Now she ________________that she is not only going to India but also that she is planning to climb the tallest mountain, Mt. Everest.  She is ________________ a few other plans but the group is still incredulous.
3.
REGULATE


Last year the company ________________ the flow of natural gas to industries in the area.  It had ________________ this flow unofficially for several months on an experimental basis.  Now it ________________ the flow to homes and other non-business properties.  It is ________________ not only the flow of gas but also the policies, practices, and even the lives of the people in this area.
EXAMPLE

RING


A short while ago, Elsa rang the bell to announce dinner.  She had rung the bell the night before, too, trying to create a formal atmosphere for dinging.  She rings the bell to amuse herself and her family.  She is ringing the bell now.


DRINK

1.
The lone customer at the soda foundation yesterday ________________ the fifteen glasses of water.  He has ________________ the same amount every day for the last week.  The owner is amazed because the customer ________________ the glasses one after another without stopping.  Now he is ________________ the tenth glass as the reporters watch.


SHRINK


2.
Yesterday our dog ________________ from us because we had punished him and he know we were angry.  He has ________________ whenever he sees us, with his eyes down and his tail between his legs.  Today he ________________ even when he hears our steps on the floor.  He is ________________ because he fears another reprimand since he still shreds our clothes when we are not looking.


SPRING

3.
The cat ________________ onto the table and knocked over the pepper shaker yesterday.  It has ________________ up on the mantelpiece many times.  It ________________ up to wherever it feels like sitting.  Now it is ________________ onto the dresser.

EXAMPLE

THROW


Bobby threw the paper onto the driveway yesterday.  He had thrown the paper onto the roof the day before.  Today he throws the paper very carefully because he does not want to climb up on the roof to get it again.  He is throwing the papers more slowly today in an effort to be more accurate.


GROW

1.
Andrew ________________ three inches last year.  He had ________________ two inches the year before.  He ________________ at such a rapid rate he doesn’t have many clothes that fit.  He is ________________ right before our eyes.

BLOW

2.
Yesterday the wind ________________ the sailboat far to the left side of the channel.  It had ________________ the boat almost against the rocks of the breakwater.  Today the breeze ________________ gently, and all seems well.  It is ________________ only enough to assure a good sail without any danger even for inexperienced sailors.


DRAW

3.
Eddie ________________ the cover design for the yearbook last year.  He had ________________ cover designs for several other school publications.  He ________________ in pen and ink as well as charcoal.  He is ________________ a sketch of you right now.
