BUILDING SENTENCES: 13 – 6
Below are exercises to give you practice in choosing Standard English verb forms.  Follow the specific directions for each example

EXAMPLE


Sasha clashes with everything and everyone in his young life.  He causes constant 
turmoil for himself and others.  He rebels against any and all kinds of authority.  He 
shouts at his siblings and his friends.  He achieves a sense of power and identity by 
saying “no.”  He refuses to conform, even when he wants to.  He torments himself 
as much as he bothers his parents and others.  All of the relatives nod their heads in 
agreement--he appears to be a little monster.  Most dub him the typical example 
of the “Terrible Twos.” 

Sasha clashed with everything and everyone in his young life.  He caused constant 
turmoil for himself and others.  He rebelled against any and all kinds of authority. 
He shouted at his siblings and his friends.  He achieved a sense of power and 
identity by saying “no.”  He refused to conform, even when he wanted to.  He 
tormented himself as much as he bothered his parents and others.  All of the 
relatives nodded their heads in agreement – he appeared to be a little monster.  
Most dubbed him a typical example of the “Terrible Twos.”
1.
The rain arrives with a vengeance after the long drought.  It emerges from the 
dark, boiling clouds with staccato splatters on roofs and sidewalks.  In only an 
instant it rushes and gushes from the sky like the contents of an immense barrel 
turned upside down in a burst of frenzy.  It roars through the gutters and races 
down the hillside streets.  It inundates everything.  It prods everything in its path.  
It patters, it booms and roars, and it creates a symphony of sound for those who 
like being awakened by a summer storm.

2.
Alicia picks absentmindedly at a tiny rough spot on the side of her arm and glances 
morosely at the dust which swirls around her feet.  She stares with loathing at the 
farmhouse steps and the fields in the distance where the workers stoop to pick 
crops.  Her life bores her.  Everything annoys her. She regrets her agreement to 
stay on the farm, overseeing the house while the family visits relatives in another 
state.  She hates the chores and the responsibility.  She despises this life that she 
wishes to escape from at every turn.  She longs to be back in the city.

On a separate sheet of paper, write the form of the verb that fits into the blank space in the sentence.  Follow the pattern shown in the example.

EXAMPLE


FILE

Yesterday Travis filed all of the reports that were to be assembled for the one 
annual publication.  He had filed all of the data in this way ever since he had joined 
the company and volunteered for the job twelve years before.  Today he files the 
reactions to this memorandum.  He is filing papers for a special survey of company 
morals.

1.
CAUTION


Last year Mother ______________ her children never to go near the street unless 
she was present.  She had ______________ them about crossing the street ever 
since they were toddlers.  She knows how important it is to be careful so she 
______________ them every chance she gets.  She is ______________ them in a 
different manner because today the twins start school.

2.
TRAMPLE


Yesterday the horse ______________ the flowers in the garden hear the back 
pasture.  He had _______________the vegetables a month ago when everyone 
thought the gate was secure.  It seems that peony patches catch his eye, and he 
______________ them in some kind of gleeful game.  Right now he is 
______________ the plants in the children’s play yard.
EXAMPLE


RING


Many, many years ago the huge stone monoliths rang with the sounds of tribal 
ceremonies.  Even before that they had rung with the sounds of sacrifice, perhaps, 
as well as worship and importuning for good fortune and security.  Today they ring 
with the sound of visitors’ laughter and the monologues of tour guides.  They are 
ringing also with the sounds of money as the souvenir hawkers make change.

SPRING

1.
Yesterday the cat ______________ onto the top of the refrigerator.  It had 
______________ up there once before and stayed there for the entire afternoon.  
Today it ______________ from behind the couch at the sound of footsteps.  It is 
______________ toward the door now expecting its owner to come home


SHRINK

2.
The timid old woman yesterday ______________ from any encounter with either 
the authorities or the reporters.  She had ______________ from public notice all 
of her life, preferring to live the life of a recluse.  Today she ______________ 
from all of the fuss and public intervention certain to arise because she found a huge 
gold and diamond bracelet.  She is ______________ now from the reporters who 
are trying to take her picture.
EXAMPLE

SPEAK


Yesterday the lecturer spoke of the ancient Egyptians and their extensive sea-trade 
and colonizing.  She had spoken the day before of the Sumerians whose culture had 
preceded the Egyptians by several hundreds of years.  Often she speaks of the 
Greeks who prospered along with the Egyptians and exchanged cultural influences.  
She is speaking right now of the Romans who followed the Greeks in the quest for 
power.


STEAL

1.
Yesterday the dog ______________ into the kitchen pantry while we were 
asleep.  
She had ______________ into the kitchen many times before.  She 
______________ into the pantry when no one is looking.  In fact, she is 
______________ into the cupboard right now.


BREAK

2.
Last week, Tony ______________ one of the dishes from the new set Sara had 
just bought.  He had ______________ dishes in the past, but we all hoped that his 
clumsy ways would soon end.  He ______________ about one dish a week.  
More than likely, he is ______________ a dish right now.

Rewrite each sentence changing the form of the boldfaced verb from present to past.  Follow the pattern shown in the example.

EXAMPLE


He speaks his mind and hopes the words ring true for the listeners.  He never 
shrinks from speaking what he believes to be the truth.


He spoke his mind and hoped the words rang true for the listeners.  He never 
shrank from speaking what he believed to be the truth.
1.
When the doorbell rings, the cat springs from wherever she rests and steals toward 
the door. She shrinks from no one and speaks in a loud wail to let visitors know of 
her presence.

