BUILDING SENTENCES:  14 – 5
Rewrite each sentence without changing the meaning or creating an awkward sentence.  You may put the same words in a different order, add words, or change word endings.  The example shows how one sentence can be rewritten in four different ways.

EXAMPLE


Hurrying to catch the plane, Roger did not realize that he had left his package 
behind.


Roger, hurrying to catch the plane, did not realize that he had left his package 
behind.


Roger did not realize that he had left his package behind because he was hurrying to 
catch the plane.


Roger, who was in a hurry to catch the plane, did not realize the he had left his 
package behind.


Not realizing that he had left his package behind, Roger hurried to catch the plane.

1.
Theodora sat pensively under the tall maple trees, reading Browning’s Sonnets, her 
cheek resting on one hand.

2.
High above the crowd that was watching the parade, the balloons sailed like 
enormous butterflies.

3.
The mayoral candidate, completely worn out, was preparing her acceptance speech 
as she waited for the election returns.

4.
Watching the log-rolling contest in the Northwest, the tourists were unable to 
appreciate the difficulty of the sport.

5.
Having completed the stained-glass window, Arlene stooped cautiously to admire 
her work from another angle.
6.
Agitated beyond endurance, Agatha ran angrily around the garden, chasing the 
neighbor’s cat.

7.
In the dim light, the shapes of the cricket players were barely discernable.

8.
Heidi listened patiently to both sides, trying to reserve judgment until all the facts 
were known.

9.
Unless he can settle his financial affairs quickly, Rudolph may, unfortunately, have 
to sell his property at a loss.

10.
Reaching the edge of the shelf, the stream of ants doubled back, heading 
determinedly for the sugar bowl.

11.
After his father came home with the groceries, Jerome, who had been preparing a 
pumpkin pie, made steak and asparagus for dinner.

12.
While babysitting for her little brother, Sally noticed that Sam’s first tooth had 
come through.

13.
When the cows came home in the early evening, Peter milked them, dreaming of 
owning a dairy in Switzerland.

14.
Until she was sixteen, April never drank tea, preferring milk.

15.
Before Abbie took her first ski lesson, she ran two miles every day to get in shape.
