BUILDING SENTENCES: 14 – 6
Rewrite each sentence without changing the meaning or creating and awkward sentence.  You may put the same words in a different order, add words, or change word endings.  The example shows how one sentence can be rewritten in two different ways.

EXAMPLE


Struggling through the thick underbrush, the porter carried the canned goods and 
sweated profusely.


Sentence Options


The porter, who struggled through the thick underbrush, was sweating profusely as 
he carried the canned goods.


Carrying the canned goods, the porter struggles through the thick underbrush, 
sweating profusely.

1.
Splattered with paint and plaster, the novice painter looked like a clown as she tried 
to touch up the walls of the room.

2.
Before she fully realized what was happening, Eileen found herself thirty feet 
down the snowy side of the cliff, clutching the branch of a small pine outcropping.

3.
After he put the final touches on the car, Greg stood back and admired his 
handiwork, noting the gleam on the chrome and painted surfaces.

4.
Mellowed by time and experience, Uncle Fred wore a smile and seemed to take in 
stride the upsets that used to bother him.

5.
The mechanic crawled under the truck and struggled to remove the axle, squinting 
to protect his eyes from soot and oil.

6.
After scraping the large wooden bins, the grocery clerk scoured the containers 
before closing time.

7.
Exhilarated by the air and height, the climber breathed deeply and vowed to make a 
pilgrimage to this very peak at least once every summer.

8.
Underneath the old stone bridge, a small child hid, shuddering with cold and 
whimpering with fear, regretting that he had decided to run away from home.

9.
As she began the solo, the cellist crouched over her instrument and guided the bow 
gently across the strings.

10.
While they carefully studied the design of the rooms and the colors of the painted 
murals, the anthropology students tried to recreate the civilization behind these 
facades.

11.
In the evening, the girl sat by the fire and read a tale of ancient Greece, completely 
absorbed and fascinated.
12.
The divers strapped the tanks on their backs, shivering from the cold ocean breeze, 
and prepared for the dive that would take them one hundred feet below the surface.

13.
The salesperson, walking toward the store and waving to his friend, felt good 
knowing he was on time for his job.

14.
The crowd tried to get close to the limousine, hoping to get a better look at the 
politician.

15.
After dinner we went outside to watch a meteor shower, eagerly anticipating the 
rare event.

