WEMMICK’S HOUSE
DIRECTIONS:  In the paragraphs below, the sentences are correct, but many of them are short and choppy.  Rewrite the paragraphs, making smooth, well-constructed sentences.  Make any changes you think are necessary; for example, several short sentences can be combined into one.  But don’t change the main thought

 Last year we read a novel.  We read it in English class.  The novel was called Great Expectations.  It was written by Charles Dickens.

It was a good story.  It had many interesting characters.  There was Pip.  He was a young boy.  He was the main character.  There was Estella.  She was a girl.  Pip was in love with her.  There was Miss Havisham.  He was Estella’s guardian.  There was Magvitch.  He was a convict.  But my favorite character was Wemmick.

Wemmick was a clerk.  He worked for a lawyer.  Pip had dealings with the lawyer.  Wemmick was very businesslike.  He was efficient.  He never smiled.  His mouth was always a straight line.  It reminded Pip of something.  It looked like the slot of a mailbox.

One day Wemmick spoke to Pip. He invited him home.  He invited him to dinner.  The day arrived.  Pip and Wemmick met.  They were at the lawyer’s office.  They walked to Wemmick’s house.  Something happened to Wemmick.  It happened as they walked.  His face changed.  He began to smile.  They neared his house.  He smiled more and more.

Finally they reached the house.  It was a small house.  But it was a remarkable house.  It had a moat around it.  There was a small drawbridge over the moat.  The drawbridge raised and lowered.  There was a gate by the drawbridge.  There was a cannon. The cannon was on a platform in the yard.  There was a flagpole in the yard.  The flag was lowered at sunset.  The cannon was fired at sunset.  Inside there were other interesting things.  The one I remember was the flags.  There were two flags.  They waved back and forth.  That was a signal.  Someone was at the door.  It was a very special house.  It was like a little castle.
