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1. This unit contains three autobiographical writings:  the excerpts by Douglass, Franklin, and Malcolm X recount the lives of exemplary Americans.  All of these autobiographies place special importance of writing:  for each man, writing helped for his identity.  Write an autobiography of your own.  Choose one experience you have had with writing (or reading) that you believe reveals something about who you are.  As you recount that particular episode, show the reader how writing or reading helped shape your identity.


2. Douglass and Malcolm X both link their experiences to two significant factors:  their status as African-Americans and their in ability to read and write.  Race and literacy are still intimately connected.  Today, many are concerned about what has been called the “digital divide;” as technology becomes more and more important in contemporary life, the gap between the laves and the have-nots threatens to widen as the have-nots fall further behind in technological expertise.  Many African-American communities are seeking to redress this situation through education, free community access to computers, and job training.  Write a research essay that takes a stand on some aspect of the “digital divide.”  You might focus on efforts in your community, perhaps integrating interviews or observations into the paper.


3. Diaries and journals are usually considered forms of personal expression.  Computer technology allows for new forms for self-expression, such as web logs or electronic diaries.  These diaries are public, not private:  anyone can read them.  Explore this new form of public privacy:  keep an online journal using one of the new programs, like Blog, available through the Web, or analyze several of the many blogs that can be found on the Web, such as the one reproduced in Reading Screens.


4. Many believe that individual identity is threatened by technology, because what makes us human is precisely what is not technological.  Often, images of an inhuman world are peopled with robots and machines.  “Bartleby, the Scrivener” could be interpreted as offering such a dark view of identity and technology, as could “Johnny Mnemonic.”   “Filling the Void:  Building the Hypermacho Man” considers how technology degrades individual identity.  And the Amish discussed by Rheingold shun technology they believe might fracture their community’s identity.  Why do you think we often oppose individual identity and technology?  Write a speculative essay that addresses these issues of writing, technology, and identity.  Draw on readings in this grouping to support your ideas.  You might also consider other images of technophobia from film, literature, music, and so on.
