NON-SUBJECT SENTENCE OPENINGS

from The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison

	Adverb

Adjective

Participle

Infinitive

Coordinating conjunction

Correlating conjunction

Interjection

Elliptical adverb clause

Adverb clause

Participial phrase

Infinitive phrase

Absolute phrase

Introductory appositive

Inversion

Quotation

Idiomatic anomaly


	Soon their talk got sharp…
Afraid of running into Darlene, he would not go far from the house….

Unblinking and unabashed, they stared at her…
(Sorry, none that I’ve noticed; see Infinitive Phrase.)
And while we waited for the coin to reappear, we knew we were amusing Mama and Daddy.

Neither did they have respect for women…
(Sorry, none that I’ve noticed, except in dialog, which uses many.)

Although somewhat discouraged, she was not without hope.

If happiness is anticipation with certainty, we were happy.

When something soft and furry moved around her ankles, she jumped and saw it was the cat.

Turning her eyes from the window, Pecola looked at the women.  Squatting in a cane field, stooping in a cane field, kneeling by a river bank, they had carried a whole world on their heads. (Three)

To tell it true, I was the only one who could handle him.

Elbows bent, hands on shoulders, she flailed her arms like a bird in an eternal, grotesquely futile effort to fly.  (Morrison uses absolute phrases much more often in sentence interiors and conclusions.)

Wolf killer turned hawk fighter, he worked night and day to keep one from the door and the other from under the windowsills.  

A Vulcan guarding the flames, he gave us instructions…  

A mountain of flesh, she lay rather than sat in a rocking chair.

These and other inanimate things she saw and experienced.
Like flies they hovered.

Right before the entrance to the park was the large white house…

And fantasy it was…
(Throughout the novel, of course.)

To tell it true, I was the only one who could handle him.


