OPENING PHRASE WORKSHEET
As you strive to enrich your prose by beginning sentences with the following constructions, you will encounter pitfalls, the chief of which is failure to follow the opening construction immediately with its implied subject.  Try to preserve the opening construction as you remedy the following incorrect, misleading, or unclear sentences.

1.  Participle Phrase




Cruising at ten thousand feet of altitude, the houses looked like specks.



Having tried his best, it simply was not good enough.


2.  Infinitive Phrase



To write an effective sentence, clarity and conciseness are essential.



To win the championship, unselfish play would have to characterize the team’s effort.


3.  Gerund Phrase



In beginning your sentences with these constructions, there are some hazards to avoid.



By writing every day in a journal, fluency and confidence can be gained.


4.  Elliptical Adverb Clause



While working on his homework, John’s dog kept bothering him.



When swimming alone, a life-preserver should be worn.


5.  Introductory Appositive



A distinguished orator, his voice was deep and resonant.



The largest city in the Western Hemisphere, there are major problems in Mexico City.


6.  Introductory Adjective/Participle



Dense, dark, and mysterious, she found the woods appealing.



Boring and puzzling, he was not engaged by the book.

