Book a month
AP Fabulous Fifteen

Dr. McConnell
Reading cards will help you to practice close reading techniques and critical reading skills you need to master Advanced Placement.  The AP English curriculum requires you to comprehend much more than just what happens; you must work to understand and explain how the author conveys ideas and meaning and to speak and to write critically about works.  You will do a book a month from September to April and one over Christmas break for a total of nine.

Procedure:
Read through the entire assignment to understand each part before you begin the reading.

Complete cards as you read.  DO NOT wait until you finish.  Since the assignment requires CLOSE READING of the text, the information you must collect cannot be found in movies, plot summaries or Spark notes.

Create exactly 15 cards.  Use 4x6 lined cards.  You may use colored or spiral-bound cards to suit your individual study style.

Do the cards in any order, but assemble them with Card A on tope and then in numerical order.  Rubber band the packet together for submission.

You should write on the backs of cards – front and back is still 1 card.  Write the CATEGORY in big bold letters on the first line of every card.  Write your initials on every card to the right of the category.

Cite page numbers for every item on every card.

Certain cards are limited to 1 card.  You must have at least 1 card per category.  No category can have more than 3 cards.

Cards must cover the entire book.  Use lists and bullet points for information unless the instructions tell you to use complete sentences.

Card A:

Write an MLS Bibliographic entry for the book on the first 2 lines of the card.  Then, write coversheet info on card.

Cards #1 – 15 must include at least 1 card per category, none exceeding 3 cards.

Card #1 Symbol (1)

A visual symbol important to the overall work including title and author.

Explain the choice of symbol and its significance.

Card #2  Setting (1)

Describe time period, place, and any physical descriptions of the environment that are significant.  Consider local color, historical, and cultural context.  Identify allusions or references to historical events that place the events in a particular setting.  Identify changes in setting during the course of the work.

Card #3  Memorable Characters
Identify memorable characters: use 2 words to describe each character; state the rold of the character.

Card #4  Images, Ideas, Events, Objects, Phrases, Words
Identify at least 5 of any that strike you, catch your attention, interest you or puzzle you.  Beside each explain why and how it is used in the work.

Card #5  Figurative language
Find examples of 3 different types of figurative language used to depict one of the characters.  Identify the figure of speech and explain how the author uses it to influence the reader’s perception of the character.

Card #6  Recurring Motifs/Archetypes
Identify a motif important to the novel.  A motif is a conspicuous recurring element, such as a type of incident, a device, a reference, or a verbal formula, which appears frequently in works of literature.  Cite at least 3-5 references.  Write 1-3 sentences explaining the meaning to the whole.  Find an example of an archetype.  Explain how the author uses it to influence the reader.

Card #7  Rhetorical Response
Identify one of the following appeals in the novel: provide specific evidence.  Ethos, pathos Logos.

Card #8  Theme

Using complete sentences, state what you consider to be the meaning of the word as a whole.  Explain your observation with details from the novel.  Use a separate card for different meanings. 

Card #9  Key Passages
Find 1 or more key passages, a phrase, sentence, paragraph, or excerpt that is significant to character or theme development.  Copy the passage correctly and explain what the passage reveals about the character.  Use complete sentences.

Card #10  Structure
Explain how the work is put together, the architecture, and dwhat effect this has on the work

Card #11  Personal Response  (1)

Using complete sentences, write your impression of the book after you have completed the reading and the cards.  Consider your emotional reaction, positive and negative factors; connect your own interests and experiences.

Card #12  Summary (1)

Summarize in 2-3 sentences or about 50 words.
