WHAT ARE CRITICAL READING QUESTIONS?








Most college admission tests include a section on critical reading. On these tests you must read a series of passages and answer multiple choice questions about the passages. On some tests you may be presented with pairs of related passages on a shared issue or theme. The questions for these passages will test your ability to compare or contrast ideas presented in the related passages.








What is Critical Reading?





Some questions test your understanding of information directly stated in a passage. Critical reading questions, however, require you to think about the ideas discussed in the passage. The answers to critical reading questions are not directly stated in the passage. You must arrive at the answers by making inferences, drawing conclusions, formulating judgments, or evaluating ideas. Some examples are listed below.





Interpretation questions require you to:





Draw conclusions or make inferences about the meaning of information


Identify cause and effect relationships


Compare or contrast ideas within a selection or between selections





Analysis questions require you to:





Recognize consistency or inconsistence arguments presented


Follow the logic of argument


Analyze characters in terms of their traits





Synthesis questions require you to:





Recognize the best summary of a passage


Arrive at the main idea of a passage





Evaluation questions require you to:





Recognize the author’s purpose or intent


Judge the motives or actions of characters


Make critical judgments about the selection





Style requires you to:�


Recognize the tone of a selection


Judge the effect of setting on plot or theme


Identify literary devices used by author








�
STRATEGIES FOR ANSWERING CRITICAL READING QUESTIONS








Read each passage carefully.





Follow the author’s logic or arguments.


Note the author’s tone, attitude and general style.








Make marginal notes.





Number the central ideas or main points


Record major shifts in meaning.


Do not spend too much time underlining or making notes.  


 *Highlighters








Look the questions over before reading the selection.�


Skim the stems of questions to get a sense of what is being �  asked.


Make a mental note of the information you will be looking �  for as you read.�





Think carefully about the questions as you answer them.





Some answer choices may be true statements but not the �  answers to the questions.


Answer questions on the basis of what is stated or implied �  in the passage, not strictly on the basis of your prior �  knowledge.








5.	Read all of the choices before selecting an answer.





Choose the best answer.


Beware of answers that are partially correct.



































�



Developing Critical and Analytical Comprehension��


Critical reading questions on college admission tests do not depend on factual knowledge but on the ability to understand and make sense of the information provided in the reading passages.�


Success in answering these questions not only requires the ability to read and understand the word, but also the ability to think about the content of each passage, analyze and evaluate the ideas and opinions in it, determine the underlying assumptions and follow the author’s argument.�


Additional comprehension skills required are the ability to make inferences and draw conclusions about the author’s intended meaning and purpose, relate parts of each passage to each other, and to understand cause and effect. In other words, the reading passages on college admission exams and college tests themselves require active, critical readers who have a repertoire of analytica1 skills and strategies necessary for thoughtful reading. This repertoire begins with the understanding that the academic goal of reading is to construct meaning, while interacting with the text. Student can initiate this construction process by:





Setting a particular purpose for reading.





Previewing the text to get a general understanding of its subject matter, organization and structure, activating prior knowledge no matter how limited it may be, in order to enhance understanding of what is currently being read.





Identifying strategies that will assist the active construction of meaning, such as graphic representation (visual outlining) and note-taking in margins.


��Key to critical and analytical comprehension is the ongoing monitoring of understanding during reading. Students can use the following strategies to monitor their comprehension and to repair understanding when it falters:





Use context to infer meaning of unfamiliar words.�


Relate what has just been read to other things already known.�


Generate hypotheses and make predictions and inferences about what   �  is happening in the text.�


Pay attention to anything that confirms or forces modifications or         �  rejection of hypotheses, predictions and inferences made during he �  reading.�


Relate the different parts of the text to each other to draw �  conclusions about the overall meaning.�


Generate the dialogue of the text by asking questions about the �  significance of the reading.�


Write in response to what has been read.�


Re-read for clarification or correction of misunderstanding or �  confusion about what has been read.�


Analyze the author’s purpose in writing the text, the methods the �  author used to achieve that purpose, and how well the author’s �  objective was met.





Once again, students who read as much as possible and from many subjects and genres will better their chance of comprehending any text they are given to read. A strong relationship exists between reading and thinking.  The more active the student is in interacting with text, the greater the development of analytical comprehension skills.��


Reading Actively and Widely�


Substantial reading is required on college admission tests as well as in college courses, and students need to build high level of reading stamina in order to be successful. Reading stamina is built through practice, and that practice comes from reading widely in a variety of genres for a variety of purposes.


�Of course, some of that practice comes in making the commitment to read whatever is assigned in school. More importantly, accomplished readers are students who read outside school and outside school-based reading assignments. Some researchers say that as little as ten minutes a day of reading outside school contributes positively to student’s reading proficiency and growth.


�To receive the full benefit that wide reading can offer, students must also take an active approach to reading. In How to Study in College, Walter Pauk tells students that one way to be an active reader is to listen to what you read, hearing your own voice and reading with expression, even during silent reading. Taking few minutes to read aloud helps students establish speech patterns and ultimately comprehend more of what they read. Another strategy for active reading is to formulate questions while reading.  Good readers will wonder out loud about issues and concerns confronted during reading, write down questions that pinpoint important information, and note places in the reading that are difficult to understand. When students practice active reading, they are doing more than just preparing for college admission tests; they are preparing for their ultimate success in college.


�



Improving Vocabulary�


Any student calling the office of the Educational Testing Service (ETS), which develops and administers the SAT for the College Board, and asks the question “How can I effectively increase and improve my vocabulary?” will get the following answer: “Read, read, read.”  Building a good vocabulary takes time, and the single most effective way to build vocabulary to read as much as possible.  However, just reading good books that make use of a large vocabulary will not ensure that vocabulary is learned. Students need to take an active long-term approach to vocabulary development. Some suggestions for actively improving vocabulary: 	





Keeping a dictionary handy to look up unfamiliar words and make note of them for future use.�


Look up the synonyms of a word from a dictionary or thesaurus to see how they differ and further refine one’s understanding of how, when, and where the words can used.�


Pay attention to the different definitions of words and the context in which each is appropriate, in order to decrease the chance of misunderstanding the meanings of words in relation to the text itself.�


Memorize the meanings of root prefixes and suffixes as tools for determining the meaning of unfamiliar words encountered during reading.�


Study and apply knowledge to learn from other languages besides English (especially the Latin languages of Spanish, French and Italian), in order to see that English has many cognates, or words with similar meanings, from these languages.�


Be aware of changing meanings that can impact understanding of the most current reading in such fields as computer technology.�


Practice the expanding vocabulary by using the new words learned in the reading with friends and in school writing assignments and other writing activities.�


Use word crossword puzzles and word games such as scrabble and boggle to expand opportunity to play with words.





In addition to reading, students who practice these vocabulary reading strategies will be amazed at how much their vocabulary has increased in a single year’s time. The results will go a long way to help students be successful on college admission tests and reach their academic goals.





