Questions for Visual Works
I. Rhetorical contexts: 
A.   What is the historical context
B.   What is the cultural context? (group beliefs)
C.   What is the social context? (individual behaviors)
D.   What is the economic context?


II. Questions to ask about a visual:

A.   Quickly summarize what the creator is trying to accomplish through his or her work.

B.   What aspect of the work first captures your attention?

C.   What do you like best about the work?  Least?

D.   Why did the creator organize the work the way he or she did?

E.   What is the overall tone and mood of the work?

F.   How does the work reveal the creator’s attitude toward the subject?  The audience?

G.   Why did the creator choose this medium rather than another?

H.   What is the point of view of the work?

I.    Is the message of the work specific or universal?

J.    Is there a secondary message in the work?

K.   Why did the creator choose this particular style?

L.    If the creator included text, what does the text add to the piece?

M.   If there are colors, why did the author/designer choose these particular colors?

N.   How can this visual further the argument you are making in the essay?
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