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1. Reflect on the process of doing research for a paper for another course you are taking (or for a paper you have recently completed).  Consider all the details of the process:  how did you find information?  (Did you search the Internet?  Online catalogue?  Browse shelves?  Ask others for suggested sources?)  What difficulties did you encounter tracking down information?  (Did you feel overwhelmed?  Confused?  Was it difficult to find the right resources?)  How did you determine what to search for?  (Did you use keywords?  Did you have to try different combinations of terms?)  What difficulties did you have using your sources?  (Were they up-to-date?  Too specialized?  Too introductory?)  Write an account of your process – the “story” of your research, as it were.  Draw some conclusions about the significance of the experience and incorporate readings from this grouping where appropriate.
2.  Reflect upon your own educational history.  Consider the relationship between general knowledge and skill acquisition in your schooling.  To what extent were “facts” and memorization emphasized?  How effective were the modes of instruction to which you were exposed?  After reflecting upon your education in this light, choose one particularly memorable course, instructor, or approach.  Write an essay about that experience.  As you reflect, consider the extent to which your analysis reveals something about yourself as a learner and the extent to which it reveals something about educational approaches in general.

 3.  Use an online database such as Lexis-Nexis or Proquest to find an article that your library also owns in hard copy.  Print out the full text of your article and find the corresponding article in the original source and photocopy it.  Then compare the two documents.  Do you find information in the original that disappears in the printout (examples could be typeface and font, paper weight and grade, illustrations, page layout and so on)?  Would you describe the relationship between the two forms as “symbiotic,” as Brown and Duguid argue?  IS the information conveyed by the two documents different as a result of the form in which they appear?  Is crucial meaning lost when examining an image rather than an original, as Baker claims?  You could also do this assignment by examining a newspaper in its original form and in microfilm, following Baker’s discussion.

4.  Cass Sunstein writes about “cyber cascades,” the tendency of misinformation and rumor to circulate rapidly via the Internet:  “It should be obvious that the Internet, with websites containing information designed for particular groups, greatly increases the likelihood” of such cascades.  Using the Web, research a controversial social issue (a search engine such as www.google.com is a good starting point for this assignment).  Try to find sites that take extreme positions on either side of the issue, as well as ones that appear more balanced.  Analyze the way these sites present opposing viewpoints, use language and tone, and discuss evidence.
