Daily Language Practice  -  Week 29
	Day 1
	1. The number and types of beats in a line determines a poem’s meter its rhythmic pattern.

2. Counting and marking the stressed and unstressed syllables in each line a process called scanning allows you to identify a poem’s meter.

	Day 2
	1. Modern poetry that is called free verse does not have a regular meter.


2. Scanning a poem, that is written in meter, involves marking each stressed syllable with an accent (‘); each unstressed syllable with a breve (-).

	Day 3
	1. The meter of a poem is identified with a vertical line dividing the stressed and unstressed syllables into groups called poetic feet.

2. Two common types of poetic feet are: the iamb a stressed syllable followed by an unstressed one, and the trochee an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed one.

	Day 4
	1. The number of feet in a line determine the meter; trimester is written in three foot lines, tetrameter in four foot lines, an so on.

2. For an example of a poem written in iambic pentameter – five iambs per line – look at an Essay on Man by Alexander Pope.

	Day 5
	1. Common measure, the popular meter found in ballads, hymns, nursery rhymes, and cheers, alternate four-foot and three-foot lines.

2. The rhythm of hardly no poems fits a meter exactly, indeed departure from the meter is often a way to achieve a poetic affect.


