Macbeth 

Study Guide
Act I

1.   What does Shakespeare manage to accomplish in the first 11 lines?

2.   What qualities of Macbeth’s character are revealed in the reports of the “bloody”   

      Sergeant and Ross in Scene 2?

3.   What impression do you have of Macbeth from the scene?

4.   Why is this characterization important?

5.   Macbeth’s first words are “So foul and fair a day I have not seen.”  Whose words do these echo?

6.   What effect is gained by this echoing?

7.   Contrast the difference in reactions of Macbeth and Banquo to the witches.

8.   Is there evidence that Macbeth has considered the possibility of becoming king?

9.   In a series of asides, after the witch’s disappearance, we learn certain things about Macbeth.  


      What do they tell us of his ambitions?  What of his attitude toward supernatural soliciting?  His 
imagination?  His loyalty to the King?  His resoluteness in making decisions? His morality?

10.  Point out the irony in King Duncan’s words and actions.  In what way is Macbeth’s response    

      ironical?

11.  How is the exchange between Duncan and Macbeth in scene 6 ironical?

12.  What qualities that are found in Macbeth are absent in his wife?

