Men of the Air

By Ken Burns

Radio TV documentary study guide

Part I


1.  Who made the documentary?


2.  What is the title of it?


3.  Name the functions of early radio.  This is similar to ____________.


4. Who was the inventor of wireless telegraph?


5.  Name three Americans that made it a success.


6.  Name some qualities that helped make it successful.


7. Was it a major component of radio?


8.  How many patents did DeForest have?


9.  Why was wireless communication such a big deal?


10. Who provided money for DeForest?


11. What were his first big achievements?


12. What was the seemingly worthless invention?


13. When was the first wireless transmission?


14. Fessendon broadcast music on what holiday?


15. What was the profession of DeForest’s second wife?


16. What famous person and wish either daugher of?

Armstrong


17. He attended what college?


18. What was his first great discovery?


19. Amplification was called ______________.


20. What did this invention do?


21. What did he demonstrate for more colony in 1914?

Sarnoff


22. He immigrated from ______________ at ____ years old.


23. How did he get his start?


24. What disaster forced all ships to have wireless?


25. Sarnoff envisioned what concept?


26. What would be the proposed cost of the first receivers?


27. What stopped the longest patent battle in history?


28. RCA absorbed Marconi Company.  Who became the GM?


29. Who bought the exclusive rights to the patents?


30. Armstrong went to World War I, where, dong what?


31. What was Armstrong’s second big invention?


32. Who won the first part of the patent suit?


33. Where does the term broadcast come from?

Part II

1.  What was the first station to broadcast regularly?


2.  What problems were faced with regular broadcasts?


3. What big advantages did radio give the listeners?


4. ___________________ founded __________________ in 1926.


5. Networks are forced to link stations in order to broadcast the welcome of what American  

          hero?


6.  How many years have passed, finding the Forest/Armstrong fight still ongoing?


7.  May 29th, 1934, Armstrong tried to return something.  What and to whom?


8. In 1930, Sarnoff becomes president of RCA, which stands for what?


9.  Depression hits.  Theodore Roosevelt gets on the radio and holds regular addresses 
      called ____________ ____________.


10. Name some forms of entertainment on the new medium.


11. What famous Italian conductor was hired to lead the NBC Symphony Orchestra?


12. Radio caused some problems.  Name them.


13. More people would give up what items rather than radio?


14. Armstrong was the first to invent _______________ ________________.


15. AM means _____________ _____________.  What problems does it have?


16. How were these problems illuminated?


17. FM would require all new receivers/broadcasting equipment.  Sarnoff turned him down 

in favor of ________________ in _________________.


18. Armstrong started the _________________ network in Palisades, New Jersey.


19. How did the Japanese use the medium in the Pearl Harbor tragedy?


20. Armstrong gave his patents to _____________________.


21. What did Saranoff do in World War II?  What was then called the _____________.


22. How long did the Golden Age of Radio last?


23. What killed radio as the medium of the people?


24. The FCC said TV would be broadcast in FM.  What happened?


25. As a result of all the lawsuits, what finally happened to Armstrong?


26. What is the irony behind Armstrong’s death?


27. What final ideas did Sarnoff give?


28. How many years would it take for Armstrong’s widow to win all suits?


29. How old is radio?


1.  Name some expansion into TV technology.


2.  What modern inventions or expansion is now being developed today?


3.  Will TV be replaced like radio?  Discuss.
