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Course Description

This is an introduction to academic discourse – the ways of reading, writing, and thinking valued in colleges and universities. We will focus our study on writing as a set of historical, cultural, and individual practices. We will consider why we write, and the influence of materials used in shaping what we write, what we read, and, ultimately, how we think.

Course Materials

Writing Material: Readings from Plato to the Digital Age. Evelyn B. Tribble and Anne Trubek.

Study Skills. Carolyn Hopper.

Access to a handbook of usage, grammar, research conventions, or

http://webster.commnet.edu/writing/writing.htm
Course Goals

Students will:

· Show significant improvement in writing over the course of the year as evaluated by individual papers and the portfolio.

· Develop the ability to read and think logically and critically, as reflected in writing.

· Demonstrate confident, effective ability to write in standard mechanical conventions.

· Understand and demonstrate practically the types of academic discourse, including but not limited to: essay; summary; classification; critique; analysis; and persuasion using outside sources.

· Fulfill the course requirements as detailed below.

Course Requirements and Expectations

This course is highly interactive. To learn to write well is to be able to read what others are writing and to talk with others about their writing. We must all be present and prepared.

For college credit, students may not miss more than 10% of classes per marking period – 4 days – or 16 total days for the year. In extremely extenuating circumstances the time can be made up at the instructor’s discretion. Time to be made-up includes tardiness, field trips and special programs missed; these are at issue in each student’s attendance.

Attendance requirements are 4.5 hours of work outside the regular class meeting hours, assuming a 32-week class.

All reading and materials will be brought to class.

All work – including drafts – must be turned in ON TIME. I accept NO late papers or assignments.

Students must participate in discussions at every class meeting. Being able to express yourself orally, in public, helps inspire your writing expression and clarify your thinking.

Reading Assignments:  One of the goals is to make you a better reader and, therefore, a better writer. You will read each selection twice (before each class), and be able to talk about the readings in respect to the writing and the class discussion.

Writing Assignments:  The course is divided into 4 units, one per marking period. Each unit will have a final draft essay, as well as reading responses and informed essays or writing. A Mid Term and Final Portfolio evaluation.

Portfolios include all writing done for the units, including peer review critiques, all drafts, and all revisions, but not class notes or handouts.

Conferences

I will meet with each student for a formal evaluation at least once per unit, and informally at least every two weeks.

Peer Groups

The class will be divided into small groups of about 3 students. You will read and respond to each other’s work. Your written responses go in your peer’s portfolio. These groups may stay the same or change by units.

​​​​Field Trips

Some units require outside travel to resources. There will be two trips to Oberlin College and a number of trips to libraries or outside resources.

Grading

This course receives credit in two ways: 1) CMSD and 2) Oberlin College. The CMSD grade is by semester with interim progress reports and grades. (See separate score sheet.) Oberlin’s “Criteria for Proficiency” details the requirements. Students must meet all course requirements and fulfill all course goals. Students can request a written evaluation to be included with their transcript. These forms are available from the Oberlin Registrar’s office.

Syllabus

Specific dates will be given by marking period and unit.

UNIT 1               
Aug 28 - Oct 31              
 Interim Progress report Sept 29

             
Week of Oct 27 OPT          
No school Oct 3 and 13

UNIT 2               
Nov 3 - Jan 23                       
End first Semester

                                                                        
Thanksgiving Nov 26, 27, 28

                                                                         
Interim Progress report Dec 12

                                                                         
Christmas Break Dec 24 - Jan 4

                                                                        
MLK Jan 19

UNIT 3       
Jan 26 - March 26                   
President’s Day Feb 16

                                                                         
No school Feb 13

                  
Week of March 15 OPT          
Interim Progress report Feb 26

UNIT 4    
March 29 - May 28                 
Easter Break April 4 – 18

                                                                         
Interim Progress report May 3

                                                                          
Memorial Day May 31

