Play and Development Observation report

For the first observation assignment, you should spend 30 minutes observing a child, or a group of children, no older than 5 years.  They should be engaged in play alone, with peers, or with parents. 

Choose one of these topics to focus your observation and analysis: 
(1) toys 
(2) gender differences 

Some of you may end up with an observation where you can't think of much to say about toys or gender differences.  That's fine; follow the same guidelines to write up your observation. 

Based on your observation, you will write a 2-3 page report, describing what you saw and interpreting it using themes and terminology from our readings. 

· After your observation, you should have some handwritten notes describing the observation. Use these notes and your own memory of the observation as the "raw material" of your report. 

· You will probably see many different "episodes" during your ½-hour observation.  (Remember that many of Piaget's "observations" are quite brief.)  I don’t want you to simply write down everything that happened during the ½ hour; rather, I would like you to "step back" and think analytically about what you observed. 

· Here are two suggestions for how to focus this analysis: (1) identify some overall patterns or themes that you observed in all of the episodes (the "breadth" approach); (2) focus on one or two particularly interesting episodes and describe what happened (the "depth" approach). 

· If you choose a "breadth" approach, try to pick one, two, or three themes that you saw repeatedly in different episodes. What was it about the child or the context that resulted in these similarities (e.g., the toys, or the gender of the child/group)? What do these common themes tell you about play? 

· If you choose a "depth" approach, you will focus closely on one or two episodes, and they will probably involve the same child/children. You should probably have a fairly detailed description of these episodes in your report. In contrast to a "breadth" approach, you’ll probably have more to say about the specific play activity 

· In either case, use our course readings, themes, and concepts to interpret and analyze your observations.  How does this play activity contribute to development?  Which of Piaget's stages does this activity represent? 

