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1.  In contrast to Socrates, who seems to argue that speech and writing are entirely distinct categories, Elbow argues that writing can emulate speech, and that we can be as present in our writing as we can in our speech.  Do you think your writing emulates speech?  Go through two or three pieces of writing you have recently completed, whether emails, essays for a course, or writing done for work.  Can you identify speech-like elements in your writing?  Do you think these elements improve or weaken your writing?  Write an essay that analyzed the question of whether writing should emulate speech, using examples from your own prose and Elbow’s argument.

     Another approach to this assignment would be to consider why students are often encouraged by instructors or tutors to “write more like you speak” or “write less like you speak.”  If you have been told to do one or the other, write an essay responding to that comment, analyzing why you think others see your writing this way and explaining why you do or do not think you should take this advice.  Analyze particular phrases, sentences, and paragraphs in your prose.  Then consider the assumptions you bring to writhing that leads others to view your writing as either too much or too little like you speech.  If you approach writing as something that should not resemble your speech in any way, why do you think that is?  If you approach writing ore as a transcription of oral composition, why do you think that is?  Does Elbow’s essay, and the comments others have made on your writing, prompt you to rethink your assumptions?

2.  Survey three of your classmates to find out what they remember of a commonly-told fairy tale or nursery rhyme (e.g., “The Three Bears” or “Eeny Meeny Miny Mo”).  Ask each person to write down the version he/she remembers, as well as the source of the story (parents, grandparents, book, tape), if recalled.  Then write an essay comparing the different versions.  Some questions you might ask of the versions include the following:  What are the variations?  What are the common elements?  Which parts of the story or rhyme seem to be recalled the most accurately?  After you have identified similarities and differences, conjecture upon what these differences might mean.  Do they reveal something about the nature of stories?  Of story telling in our culture?  OF the individuals who tell the different versions?

3.  Within his essay, Elbow argues that contradiction can be a sign of mental growth and development.  The structure of this essay bears out this claim:  it begins with one point about speech and writing, goes on to contradict that point, and concludes with a third point that draws upon elements of the first two claims.  Write an essay on any of the topics in this unit, using the dialectical, dialogue-like form that Elbow uses.  Follow his pattern by making one claim, then arguing the opposite claim, and then concluding with a third argument that integrates the two earlier positions.  You might also draw upon Bolter’s discussion of the dialogue form as you compose your essay.
4.  When we read, we read more then the verbal content; we also read the spatial layout of the page.  Compare the screen shots we have reproduced here, especially Reading Screens, to the various images of manuscripts and early printed books.  Analyze the visual features of these pages – what kinds of information do they convey?  How are they organized?  To what extent do they accommodate the reader?  Based upon your study, write an essay analyzing the shifts in the configuration of the page from manuscript/print culture to cyberculture.
