How to put your video clips on the web
Millions of teens are putting their video clips on the internet every day, at sites such as YouTube, Google Video and MySpace, so it can’t be that hard, right?

Here’s a short primer on how to do it.

1. Transfer your clips from your digital camera or camcorder into your computer, connect the camera to the PC, or plug the memory card into a “card reader” accessory.  Then import direct to the PC, or vial your favorite image program, like Google’s Picasa.


2. The clips wee have odd-sounding names like MVI_0734.AVI, but Windows computers will provide a thumbnail image to give you a clue of what’s on the video.


3. At a video site such as YouTube, you register, click the “Upload” tab and transfer your clip onto the world’s most popular video-sharing site.  A few minutes later, YouTube will tell you that the video is being “processed,” and to return later to see it.


4. Await your new worldwide audience!
Media Suites

A few years back, software firms Roxio and Nero found success with simple little programs to help people make music CDs.  But competition from free offerings, such as Apple’s iTunes, forced them to start including much, much more.

Both programs are not humongous memory hogs that move slowly unless you’ve got a really powerful computer.  The software offers everything from standard music and video editing and disc burning to design templates for DVD covers.

Roxio’s Media Creator 9 (www.roxio.com, $79.99), due out in a few weeks, even helps users create ring tones and send them to their cell phones.  The Nero 7.5 Ultra Edition (www.nero.com, $79.99), also coming soon, helps people transfer videos to the iPod and Sony PSP and turns your PC into a TiVo-like TV recorder.

Anyone looking to perform the simplest task with these programs – stringing all the video clips together onto one DVD – can perform it in a snap.  But since these programs now want to be a little bit of everything for everyone, bring a book along with you while you wait for these mega-programs to load.

Best bets:  A movie-editing program or ProShow Gold.

· Photodex ProShow Gold (www.photodex.com $69.95):

For control freaks who like to greatly fine-tune their productions, ProShow is the best program for mixing pictures and video clips.

· PhotoShow 4.5 (www.simplestar.com $39.99):
For beginners who want to click three times and have an awesome-looking show of pictures, video clips and music.

· Apple iMovie (www.apple.com $79.00):

Seemingly simple, but with more sophisticated features (video transitions and slow-motion filters) than one would think.

· Ulead VideoStudeio 10 (www.ulead.com $99.99):  

Similarly priced Windows Movie-editing programs crowd shelves, but this is our favorite for its ease in slicing clips and video-transition choices.

· Roxio Easy Media Creator 8/Nero 7 Ultra Edition (www.roxio.com, www.nero.com, both $79.99):

These mega programs burn CDs and DVDs efficiently, while Roxio also edits video and features a terrific tool for designing covers.  But if you don’t have lots of RAM, forget it.  Easy Media and Nero 7 can slow down and take over your PC.
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