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1. We’re not supposed to judge books by their covers, but Manguel proudly announces that he does.  Can we also judge websites by their covers – or, more precisely, their home pages?  Describe and analyze the physical (or visual) elements of a website.  Consider the layout, graphics, links, colors – all the same elements you would consider when judging a book.  Write an essay that judges the website by these surface features:  What do they tell us about the people who read this site?  About the culture of the web?


2. How much do you read?  Maintain a literacy log for three days.  Make a note of everything you read in the course of these three days; “everything” includes cereal boxes, instant messages, but advertisements, email, every scrap of written material you come across (this assignment can be rather overwhelming; try to avoid recursive loops such as, “I’m now reading my literacy log”).  You might begin by predicting how much you will read; at the end of the project, assess the accuracy of your prediction.  At the end of the period, write an essay reflecting upon your experience.
 

3. Frederick Douglass and Malcolm X both write autobiographical accounts of formative moments of reading.  Write your own autobiography of reading, focusing on one particularly memorable experience and drawing conclusions about the meaning of that experience.
